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Sunday, November 2, 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, November 9, 10:30 a.m.

“Living Thanks”

“Jesus: a New Biography”

.

Mark Yount
Sharon Scholl

Though most of us would agree that we have much to be thankful
for, we mostly take those things for granted. Giving thanks is akin
to being philosophical, since both let us find perspective on the good
in life. In thankfulness I focus on what has real value in my life, and
I acknowledge that the goodness in my life depends on powers
beyond me as well. Whether or not we wish to call it "spiritual,"
giving thanks is itself a goodness of life - even an antidote to the
fears and anxieties that plague our worried minds. As we look
forward to the holiday season, let us look to the possibility of not
only giving, but living thanks.

Sharon Scholl will summarize the 15 year study of the Jesus Seminar
and the portrait that emerges from history, archeology, sociology,
etc. rather than strictly the biblical account. On Dec. 28 she will
give a follow-up talk on what happened to Jesus's ideas and the way
of life he taught. “Early Christianity: the Real Story?” (Question
mark appropriate). It will summarize what various historical and
cultural studies have revealed to be the most likely story of the path
the faith took after Jesus's time.

Mark Yount taught Philosophy for 12 years at Trinity College
(Hartford), Saint Joseph's University (Philadelphia) and
Jacksonville University after earning degrees in Philosophy from
The College of William and Mary (B.A.), Villanova (M.A.) and
University of Colorado at Boulder (Ph.D.). He has given over 80
sermons at Buckman Bridge UU Church (Jacksonville) and served
as YRUU/Beacon youth advisor for over a decade. Mark is writing
a book titled Wisdom on the Way, and he recently began working
with Empowerment First on start-up for peer-based neighborhood
support services.

Sharon Scholl is professor emerita from Jacksonville University
where she taught interdisciplinary Humanities and Non-Western
Studies (Africa, Japan). She is mostly educated as a musician and
continues work as choral director and composer
(www.freeprintmusic.com) giving away original choral music.
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Sunday, November 16, 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, November 23, 10:30 a.m.

“In the Dark”

“The Reality of Homelessness in
St Johns County”

Rev. Jack Ford

Mary Lawrance Paul Coombes

What do stargazers, spelunkers, and somnambulists have in
common? They all do it in the dark. Many children grow up with a
fear of darkness. In spiritual terms some people never outgrow this.
Barbara Brown Taylor says, “Christianity has never had anything
nice to say about darkness. From earliest times, Christians have used
‘darkness’ as a synonym for sin, ignorance, spiritual blindness, and
death.” She calls it ‘solar spirituality’.

Mary Lawrence moved to Saint Augustine at the end of 2005 and
became involved in the homeless population in 2007 by helping out
with Food not Bombs in the Plaza de Constitucion. Those
connections quickly evolved to PUSH: People United to Stop
Homelessness, a coalition of citizens, clergy and civic groups
determined to push county and city officials to action to alleviate
homelessness. They wrote letters to the editor, held vigils for
homeless people who died, conducted actions outside the Night of
Lights Gala for 4 consecutive years and continued to serve food to
hungry people as well as provide new socks, toiletries, clean
blankets, Christmas gifts and warm clothing. PUSH by consensus
dissolved in 2011 to work with Home Again St Johns.

But we know darkness is not only helpful, it is essential to life:
regeneration, germination, rest and dreams. Henry David Thoreau
said, “Yes, I am a dreamer. For a dreamer is one who can find his
way by moonlight, and see the dawn before the rest of the world."
The Rev. Jack Ford is a fellowshipped minister with the Unitarian
Universalist Ministerial Association. He has been in UU ministry for
21 years serving in the Florida district. He is also a carpenter and a
lover of nature.

From 1990 to 1992, Mary and her two small children fit the federal
definition of homelessness. Due to divorce and loss of their home,
the income Mary could generate after 5 years out of the workforce
would not cover rent, food, daycare and utilities in her community
and she was forced to move her kids 25 miles away to live with her
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invalid father, a tough time for everybody. She knows how close one
can come to being on the street or in your car and never forgot that
lesson.

Sunday, November 30, 10:30 a.m.
“Fundamentalism is the Problem:
Christian or Muslim”

Mary was a founding board member of Home Again St Johns and
also helped administratively with the hugely successful bi-weekly
homeless committee meetings headed by Paul Coombes, which gave
both sides a voice and an opportunity to problem solve together. She
has accumulated a global view of where St Johns County currently
stands in addressing homelessness and the challenges we are
currently facing.
Paul Coombes moved to St. Augustine in October 2011 because of a
job loss and marriage loss. Having nothing, he started to learn to
live life homeless. Because of the embarrassment of being homeless
he used a fake name (Paul Johnson). The first step was getting
something to eat. He was told about the dining with dignity evening
meal served downtown. Seeing the work of the volunteers setting up
and feeding all the people was inspirational and upsetting at the
same time. He was determined that he was going to help as much as
he could if he was going to eat. His work setting up at dining with
dignity was noticed by Mary Lawrence and she asked if he would
chair the homeless input committee for Home Again St Johns, which
he accepted. Things progressed from there and he was asked to
become a board member for Home Again. After a brief departure
from helping the homeless he has accepted a full time position with
Home Again as the liaison coordinator.

Sheila Harty
Fundamentalism is the Problem: Christian or Muslim - The various
fundamentalist movements around the world are reactions to different forms
of modernity, so they differ from each other as well as from the historical
roots of their own traditions. Protestant fundamentalism in America has more
in common with Islamic fundamentalist than either of these extremes have to
do with the rest of us. However, we must make distinctions. Within Christian
fundamentalism, we recognize gradations; similarly in Islam, there are as
many. Fundamentalism tends to emerge in socially disorganized regions; its
most dangerous aspect is a claim on absolute truth, which has the power to
seduce the young, the uneducated, the poor, the dispossessed, and the
dispirited. We need to worry. There’s too many of them.
Sheila Harty has a B.A. and M.A. in Theology. Her major was in
Catholicism, her minor in Islam, and her thesis in Judaism, but her definition
of God more closely resembles quantum physics. For 20 years, Harty
employed her theology degrees in the political arena as “applied ethics,”
including 10 years with Ralph Nader. She also worked with former U.S.
Attorney General Ramsey Clark and former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop. Harty is an award-winning author; her first book, Hucksters in the
Classroom, won the 1980 George Orwell Award. On sabbatical from Nader,
Harty taught Business Ethics at University College Cork in Ireland. Later,
she was an editor with the Congressional Budget Office, the United Nations,
and the World Bank. She has spoken around the world and been a consultant
with international consumer groups. She moved to St. Augustine, Florida, in
1996.

Accomplishments since becoming homeless:
 Homeless input committee chairman
 Home Again St Johns board member
 2013 catholic charities award winner
 Liaison coordinator for Home Again
Being homeless has taught Paul the true value of what is important
and what is not. Things that were important to him before, he now
realizes were just possessions. He can honestly say that he thinks
becoming homeless had made him a better person.
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other educational materials for children and parents, including the
groundbreaking Bank Street Readers, the first multicultural and
urban-oriented textbooks for young people. Her research on
educational topics has taken her to schools and pre-schools all over
the country and she has taught graduate courses for teachers in
Writing With Children.

Downstairs Dialogue

Come join us Sunday, November 9 at 9:15am for enlightenment and
discussion!

Care Connection Group

“Common Core Education”
Sunday, November 9, 9:15-10:15, Downstairs

Presented by Barbara Brenner
How can we fix our education system, often referred to as “broken”?
One major approach is improving measures of what a student needs
to know. Common Core is a relatively new nationwide educational
initiative. It was years in development and it’s possibly going to be
around in various forms for a good long time. Its name suggests its
goal - every young person K-12 in the US educated with a similar set
of core educational “givens."

Our Care Connection group provides short term support and
assistance for members of the fellowship during times of difficulty.
We thank everyone for their generous support with transportation to
medical appointments, making meals, assistance with errands,
visiting and sharing.

So where did this idea come from? Why was there a need? How will
it work? And what does it mean in terms of the future of young
people in the real world, particularly here in Florida.
Educators, parents, and politicians are all weighing in on aspects of
it. As usual, there are supporters and detractors. Let’s take a look at
some of the facts and separate them from some of the myths.

The Care Connection includes everyone in our Fellowship willing to
receive and give support at times of difficulty.
Contact Elle Barry or Cynthia McAuliffe, co-chairs, if you are in
need of assistance or would like to be involved in the Care
Connection Group

Barbara Brenner is an author of children’s books and adult books
and articles on aspects of education. Part of her professional life
was spent as a Senior Editor at Bank Street College of Education,
the well-known teacher training and research setting in New York
City. There the Media Group produced text and trade books and
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Great Decisions

Holiday Dinner (Dec 25)

“Food and Climate.”

It has been a tradition at the UUFSA to
gather together to celebrate the holiday
season on Dec.25. Each year we have
had a holiday dinner for our UU
family. I have had the pleasure of
coordinating the dinner for a number of
years and thank all of those who have
helped. However, it is time for me to
retire and pass the reins on to a willing
volunteer. I will be happy to offer
whatever help I can to my successor. For more information as to
what is involved, call me at (904) 461-7301 or email
judstar@bellsouth.net.
Judy Weisberger

7:00 p.m., Monday, November 3 at the UU
Great Decisions, the discussion group on Foreign Policy and
International Relations coordinated by the Foreign Policy
Association will meet for a discussion on “Food and Climate.” This
discussion will be led by Enku Ebede.
The background article for that discussion is available at
http://tiny.cc/1bvamx
We are eager to expand our membership and would be grateful
if you might forward this announcement to your friends.
For more information, see
http://worldoregon.org/programs/great-decisions and/or contact
Jo McIntire (jomcintire@bellsouth.net).

Hospitality

Future Great Decision topics include:
Russia and the Near Abroad
Privacy in the Digital Age
Sectarianism in the Middle East
India Changes Course
U.S. Policy Toward Africa
Syria's Refugee Crisis
Human Trafficking in the 21st Century
Brazil's Metamorphosis

Thank you to all our coffee duty and potluck
persons. I'm away again, so I apologize that I don't
have your names, but I'm sure Palmer Short has been
doing more than his duty as always.
I will be away also on Thanksgiving. If you
want to continue our traditional Thanksgiving
gathering, consider hosting the event. I am
quite willing to help you set up and prepare.
Please let me know soon.

Great Decisions meets the first Monday of every month at the
Fellowship. Please join us.
Jo

Also, remember that, when you do coffee duty, I can reimburse you
up to twenty dollars if you will give me receipts for your
expenditures.
Rita Golts
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Lifelong Learning – Youth Program
Please welcome two new teachers who will be working with our
children and families.

participating in rituals. These symbols represent just some
of the traditions in the program.

Amy Kovalsky is teaching our youngest children – birth through fouryears. She has attended UU services at the congregations in Palm
Beach, FL and Birmingham, AL, and is looking forward to being part
of our congregation. Amy has an Early Childhood Professional
Certificate, is currently a student in the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Education Program at Flagler College, and enjoys teaching horseback
riding.

It would be wonderful having members of
our UU congregation with interest in a world
religion or practice to join us for a class and share
your expertise with our youth.
High School: David Wright has given our youth
program and congregation a wonderful gift of
offering to work with our teens this year. Sharing
his technical expertise, David has created a video
about the UU princples. In class, he and the teens
are considering the meaning of these principles and other UU
background in their lives. They will be adding their personal
reflections to the video.

Brittney Darling is teaching our elementary and middle-school class.
She comes to us from Fort Myers, FL, where she cared for the children
at the UU church. She wants to get to know us and learn more about
our congregation. Brittney has early childhood training and is a
student in the Deaf Education Program at Flagler College. She enjoys
making jewelry and is looking forward to teaching some American
Sign Language to our youth.

The teens also expressed interest in learning about world religions,
so they will be doing a combination of the video project and
exploring world religions.

We are excited about the classes for our UU youth, please invite
families you know to join us.

We need the support of
members of our
congregation -- join us
for a class to get to
know our youth and let
them know who you are; share your nurturing and expertise.
Please contact a teacher or member of the Youth Committee to
discuss the possibilities. It takes a village – or at least a
congregation to support our youth.

Birth to four-years: We are providing a nurturing and safe
environment , where young children learn about themselves,
others and their world through explorations with books, art,
construction sets, and interacting with other children and
adults.
Elementary and Middle-School: Based on the
UU curriculum, Holy Days and Holidays, we are
exploring how religions, or their absence,
develop around the world. We are learning about a variety of
traditions and practices through stories, discussions, art and
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Afternoon Book Club

November Calendar
2 – Congregational meeting 12:15 – 2:15 p.m.
2 – Dining with Dignity 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
3 – Great Decisions 7:00 p.m. 5 – Care Connection Meeting 10:30 a.m. - noon
5 – Seeing Systems Course 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
7– Dart Night 7:00 p.m. 9 – Downstairs Dialogue 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.
10 – Board of Trustees Meeting 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
14 – Food Pantry 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
14 – mUUvie Harold and Maude 6:30 p.m. 18 – Afternoon Book Club 1:00 19 – Program Committee Meeting 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
20 - Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Grace United
Methodist Church, 8 Carrera St. 6:30 pm.
21 – Deadline for Quest contributions
21 – Dart Night 7:00 p.m. 25 – Green Team Mreeting 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
28 – Food Pantry 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

The Afternoon Book Club meets downstairs at the Fellowship on the
third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. If you cannot attend every
meeting but are interested in a particular book, please feel welcome
to come for just that month. For more information, contact Isobel
Siegel, 794-2293.
November 18 .... Balzak and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Dai Sijie,
led by Rita Golts

November Birthdays

December 16 .... The Round House, by Louise Erdrich, led by Joyce
Peterson

4 Judy Weisberger
5 Megan Porter
15 Jane Mahoney
16 Dottie Brandes
25 Tony Rose
25 Lola Sorensen
25 Beverly Cree
27 Rita Golts
27 Anne Wilke

January 20 ........ The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian,
by Sherman Alexie, led by Pat Moore
February 17 ...... The Cellist of Sarajevo, by Steven Galloway, led by
Janet Jamel
March 17 .......... The Submission, by Amy Waldman, led by Barbara
Brenner
April 21 ............ March, by Geraldine Brooks, led by Judy Weisberger
May 19 ............. The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelco, led by Uldis Golts
June 9 ............... Lunch – place to be determined

No November anniversaries.
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St. Johns Food Pantry

Dining With Dignity
Our next opportunity to provide a
nourishing meal for the homeless will
be Nov. 2, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

A big THANK YOU to everyone
who brought food for the Food
Panty to the UUFSA to date. Our
work at The Food Pantry
continues to make a difference in
the lives of those who need help
in putting food on their tables. In
September we distributed 573
(last month was 471) bags of
groceries to help feed 590 adults,
354 children, and 404 families.
That is almost 25% more than in
September! The need is sometimes staggering and I am glad there
are so many generous people at the UUFSA.

For more information, contact a
member of the Dining With Dignity
Team: Mary Kellough, Nana Royer &
Claudia Atkins

Drop-in Center
The Drop-in Center, run by Home Again St. Johns, which provides
showers and laundry facilities for homeless persons, needs male and
female volunteers for Sunday afternoons. For information call
Jo Anne Engelbert at 904-460-1190.

The Food Pantry also received some bad news – Nourishment
Network closed their St. Augustine facility, so the FP is trying to
find other resources to fill the big hole in supply of certain foods this
causes. When you bring donations to the UUFSA, keep items in
mind like canned meat, cereal, pasta/sauce, dried beans, rice, and
soup, to help replace donations from Nourishment Network. And
(drum roll) Money, money, money is always welcome. Just make
out your check to UUFSA with a note that the donation is for the
Food Pantry and give it or your cash donation to Ruth Weber (you
can also use PayPal but the fee must be deducted from the donation).
Ruth will make a record of your generosity and then give the Food
Pantry a check for your donation.
Our stars this month representing you as volunteers are Lenny
Gemski, Dave and Lee Ann Forest, John Porter, Guy Reid, Lou and
Jill Cerulli, and Nana Royer. Cal Marshall and Pat Maguire continue
to be food shoppers for The Pantry whenever there is a fifth week in
the month. Thank you Cal and Pat!
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MUUvies for 2014-2015 season:
Second Friday of the Month at 6:30 p.m.
3/13/15 - The Quiet Man (1952) 129 minutes comedy/drama/romance - Rotten Tomato-89% - Director John Ford
and star, John Wayne, depart the Western for the Irish countryside,
and the result is a beautifully photographed, often comedic romance.
4/10/15 - The Innocents (1961) 100 minutes - horror - Rotten
Tomatoes-97%. Creepily atmospheric, The Innocents is a stylishly
crafted, chilling British ghost tale with Deborah Kerr at her finest
5/8/15 - Cedar Rapids (2011) 87 minutes - comedy - Rotten
Tomato-85%. It's as conventional as its Midwestern setting, but
Cedar Rapids boasts a terrific cast and a script that deftly blends Rrated raunch and endearing sweetness.
6/12/15 - Lone Star (1996) 135 minutes - drama/mystery/romance Rotten Tomato-93% When the skeleton of his murdered predecessor
is found, Sheriff Sam Deeds unearths many other long-buried secrets
in his Texas border town.

11/14/14 - Harold and Maude (1971) 91 minutes comedy/romance - Rotten Tomatoes/86% - Young, rich and
obsessed with death, Harold finds himself changed forever when he
meets lively septuagenarian Maude at a funeral.
12/12/114 - Midnight Cowboy (1969) 113 minutes - drama - Rotten
Tomatoes/89% - winner of three Academy Awards, including Best
Picture - John Schlesinger's gritty, unrelenting bleak look at the
seedy underbelly of urban American life is undeniably disturbing,
but Dustin Hoffman and John Vought’s performances make it
difficult to turn away.
1/9/15 - Walkabout (1971) 100 minutes - adventure/drama - Rotten
Tomatoes/93% - Two young siblings are stranded in the Australian
Outback and are forced to cope on their own. They meet an
Australian boy on "walkabout": a ritual separation from his tribe.
2/13/15 - Groundhog Day (1993) 101 minutes comedy/drama/fantasy - Rotten Tomato-97% Smart, sweet, and
inventive, Groundhog Day highlights Bill Murray's dramatic gifts
while still leaving plenty of room for laughs.
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LGBTQ Film Series
Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Church
8447 Manresa Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32244
A documentary film series is offered by the Buckman Bridge UU Community that shall cover some
history of the not too distant past and trials faced by the LGBTQ community.
Screenings will be primarily the third Friday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
All are invited to attend. No fee.
If you have any questions, please direct them to ivylakesdrive@gmail.com

A documentary film series is offered by the Buckman Bridge UU
Community that shall cover some history of the not too distant past
and trials faced by the LGBTQ community.

the incredible power of a community
coming together with love, compassion
and determination.”

Screenings will be primarily the third Friday of each month at 7:00
p.m. All are invited to attend. No fee. If you have any questions,
please direct them to ivylakesdrive@gmail.com

March 20, 2015 – “Small Town Gay Bar”: “Deep in the heart of
the ‘Bible Belt’, homosexuals still face intolerance and adversity.
Several spirited bar owners, however, have shown the courage to
create places for people to call home.”

November 21, 2014 – “Out of the Past”: “A solid documentary …
a dialogue between the past and present, and an emotionally textured
treatise on alienation and marginalization which is intelligent and
entertaining.”

April 17, 2015 – “Almost Myself”: “Reflections on Mending &
Transcending Gender. The film focuses primarily on women who
are white and older, yet were identified as male at birth.”

January 23, 2015 – “Stonewall Uprising”: “…explores the
dramatic event that launched a worldwide rights movement, told by
those who took part in this experience at a time when homosexuality
was considered a mental disease.”

May 15, 2015 – “Anyone and Everyone”: Connected by having a
son or daughter who is gay, parents across the country discuss their
experiences – accounts of how their children revealed that they are
homosexual discussing their responses. The parents talk about
struggling with the pain of not being accepted their children dealt
with from relatives and/or friends, including being ostracized by
religious congregations.

February 20, 2015 – “We Were Here”: “One of the top 10 films
of the year of all the cinematic explorations of the AIDS crisis. It
speaks to our capacity as individuals to rise to the occasion and to
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Beyond Our Congregation
“OWL Facilitator's Training”

Buckman Bridge Events

University Unitarian Universalist Society
Orlando - Nov 7 – 9
11648 McCulloch Road, Orlando, FL 32817 (407) 737-4018
The Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans (CUUPS) meets
two Wednesdays per month at 7:00 p.m.
• November 5: Esbat Ritual
• November 19: Pumpkin Carving

A combined age-level training for Facilitators of OWL classes for
grades 7-9 and 10-12. The cost for the weekend is $250.
Our weekend begins at 1pm on Friday, ending about 9pm, Saturday
is 8-8, with breaks for meals, and Sunday will be approximately an
hour or so in the morning for breakfast and wrap up. Classes
conclude before Sunday Services which commence at 10:30.

November 6, 7:00 p.m. The Religious Texts and Society group
will discuss Mysticism: A Study and an anthology by F.C. Happold
Movie November 21, 2014, 7:00 p.m. – Out of the Past: “A solid
documentary ... a dialogue between the past and present, and an
emotionally textured treatise on alienation and marginalization which
is intelligent and entertaining.”

Our Whole Lives takes a holistic view of sexuality. It provides
accurate, age-appropriate information while helping people clarify
their values, build interpersonal skills, and understand the spiritual,
emotional and social aspects of sexuality. Our Whole Lives is an
antidote to sexualized media messages, peer pressure, misinformation
and prejudice.

The Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Christian
Fellowship (BBUUCF) meets on the fourth Sunday of each month at
9:00 a.m. The November topic is “Evil, Suffering & a God of Love.”

Workshop sponsors - Chris Reid (lcreid99@aol.com) and Happy
Amein (happy@citrusoak.com) can be contacted for additional
information.

Faith Like a River: Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Church
(BBUUC) Religious Education (RE) will be hosting a number of
classes of general interest to UUs in the next several weeks. These
classes are on Wednesdays 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the BBUUC building.
Please contact admin@bbuuc.org if you would like to attend, so that
the facilitator knows how many people will be in the class.
November 26: “God's Gonna Trouble the Water – Martyrs and
Sacrifice” For more information, contact Scott Cromer,
pr_communications@bbuuc.org.
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“What's at the Heart”
Connie Goodbread

UUA Southern Region
For information about more events beyond our Fellowship, check the
UUA Southern Region event calendar at:
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/home.html

Manatee UU Fellowship, Bradenton
322 15th St W
Bradenton, FL 34205
November 15, 2014 10:30 – 3:30
What is at the heart of Unitarian Universalism? What makes it
unique? What are we called to be in the world? Does our
congregation understand the deepest reason that it exists? Why are
we not larger? What kind of a legacy would we like to leave? What is
standing in our way? when people come to us spiritually hungry what
do we feed them? What is a covenant? What isn’t a convenant? How
is it different from a creed? How do we write a covenant? How do
we live in covenant? How do we come back into covenant once it is
broken? In this workshop we will talk about what is at the center of
our faith and how covenant plays an important role in the foundation
of Unitarian Universalism. We will also talk about the fact that trust
plays an important role in all that we do.
Fee for the session is $25.
For more information, email: butcherj13@gmail.com
Register at: http://fd8.formdesk.com/UUASR/whatsattheheart
The workshop will be led by Connie Goodbread, Congregational Life
staff member. Connie has served as the Program Consultant for
Florida, Mid-South and Northern New England Districts. Connie is
a trainer of Dr. Steinke’s Healthy Congregations process and has
written a Unitarian Universalist supplement to Dr. Steinke’s work
called The Smart Church. She has co-authored an emerging
congregation process called, The Chrysalis Way and Your Faith
Home - a new UUA pamphlet, which is available from the UUA
bookstore. She is a Credentialed Director of Religious Education
with over twenty years of experience.
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Happenings at The Mountain
Come to The Mountain for a great program at an amazing place in the
Blue Ridge Mountains – join us and let your spirit soar!
For more information about Mountain programs: www.mountaincenters.org/calendar or 828.526.5838 or
contact Lyn Klarman, Priscilla Gulliver or Beverly Cree at UUFSA.

Mountain Internship -- Sustainable Agriculture and Outdoor
Experiential Education
The Mountain is seeking up to four interns to work with and learn
from our Garden Manager in a Garden to Table program. The
internship program has three areas of focus: growing the produce,
getting the produce to the kitchen, and developing leadership
skills. This Sustainable Agriculture and Experiential Education
Internship program is designed to support the intern’s professional
development for work in a variety of settings related to sustainable
agriculture.
Spring Internship— February 24 to August 4, 2015; Applications due November 25, 2014.
Fall internship—August 11 to December 5, 2015
14

minister. The Committee is also free to do any independent local, regional
or national advertising on its own. Maggie Lovins, our UUA Regional
Consultant, will be involved with the Search Committee’s plan and
progress, to the extent it is desired by the Search Committee.

A Peace of Mind
From The President
We have had two changes on the Board of Trustees. With the
resignation of Cynthia McAuliffe as Secretary, I would like to
give a loud round of applause to Nana Royer for agreeing to take on that
position until the end of this Fellowship year. I also appreciate Patricia
Maguire for stepping in and filling Nana’s vacant seat, also until June 30,
2015. We thank Cynthia for her four years of dedicated work as Board
Secretary and are very glad that she will continue on as a member of the
Care Connection.

The congregation will have the ultimate hiring decision at a duly called
meeting after the search is completed. Per our bylaws, a Congregational
meeting’s quorum must be 40 % of the Membership. 80% of Members
attending that meeting must approve the particular candidate recommended
by the Search Committee in order for that person to be hired.
Another Congregational meeting will be held next Sunday, November 2nd,
at 12:00 noon, upstairs at the Fellowship. These are the agenda items to be
discussed and voted on:
1. Window Beautification Proposal – Capital Expenditure of $6000.
2. Monthly plate contribution to a local non-profit.
I will be away in CT on this date, so Ruth Weber, another Board Officer,
will be chairing this meeting.

On Sunday, October 26th, a Congregational meeting of Fellowship
Members was held to discuss the possibility of hiring a half time contract
minister. A ballot vote was taken and a majority of the Members present
voted “Yes” to the question of hiring a contract minister for UUFSA.
A “contract” minister is defined as not a “settled” or “called” minister, but
rather one that would probably be given a three to five year contract to
work on priorities determined by the congregation. The contract could be
revoked, with due notice, by either party. Or the contract could be renewed
if agreed to by both parties.

In other Fellowship news, UUFSA will take part in an Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service. You are all invited to the Grace United Methodist
Church, 8 Carrera St., on Thursday, November 20th at 6:30 pm. Lola
Sorensen, as representative of our Fellowship, will be doing a reading
during the service. All attendees are asked to bring one canned food item,
which will benefit the St. Johns Food Pantry.

The next step will be for the Nominating Committee (Mary Kellough,
Chair, Joyce Peterson, and Lola Sorensen, who is replacing Nick
McAuliffe) to establish a list of 7 candidates who will be willing to serve
on a Ministerial Search Committee. The Ministerial Search Committee will
be comprised of 5 UUFSA Members.

Many thanks to John Porter, our Building and Grounds Chair, who moved
the name tag rack to the opposite wall and then installed ledges that will
hold a full size poster board. John’s idea was to do away with the need for
using an easel, which crowded the entryway and was a safety hazard. So
when advertising an event, please design a FULL size poster board and
then just slide it between the ledges.

At a BRIEF Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 14, 2014, the
Nominating Committee will present a slate of 7 candidates. Members will
vote by ballot and the top 3 vote getters will be elected to the Search
Committee. The remaining 2 members of the Search Committee will be
elected by the Board. This is standard UUA procedure. The Search
Committee will name its own Chair and begin the process of finding
candidates no later than January 2015.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families many
blessings as we celebrate “Thanksgiving.” Yes, each of us must contend
with personal struggles and grief of some magnitude. Some much more
than others. But when I look around at all that is occurring in the world, I
am so grateful for this little cocoon of St. Augustine and our Fellowship
family. I hope that you are too.

The Search Committee will have the resources of the Southern UUA
Regional District to assist them with their search for a half time contract

In Fellowship, Cherie Dolgin
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