
Sunday, February 7, 10:30 a.m. 

“Standing on the Side of Love” 

Rev. Tom Schmidt 
 

We say the words every Sunday, “Love is the doctrine of this congregation . . .” What is love? Why is 

important?  Let us explore this thing we call love and how it relates to everything we do, think, and feel. 

 
 

Sunday, February 14, 10:30 a.m. 

“Reverence for Life” 

Lee Weaver   
 
Lee Weaver, Playwright/Actor has lived, with his wife Nanette, in the Ancient City 

since 2001.   After a successful professional career in the NY Metropolitan area, he 

now travels across the country speaking, acting, singing and presenting dramatic 

monologues and plays to diverse groups.  
 

In 1995, 1996 and 1997 he was the opening speaker for the Weekly Summer Services 

in the seven thousand seat Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, NJ.  For over a decade, NY metropolitan area  TV 

viewers were familiar with Lee’s weekly broadcast with his characteristic opening, “Well, I’ve had a good week!”  
 

Weaver is a veteran of both the dramatic and musical theater, most recently playing  the leading role of  Don 

Quixote in The Man of LaMancha and Charlie Anderson in Shenandoah.  The Word, and Music, a Stand -Up 

Comedy, entitled, SRO, and his newest creation, Story Weaver in which he entertains with stories from his past. His 

dramatic solo presentations include portrayals of three of the Bible’s most colorful figures: Joseph – the Husband of 

Mary, Judas - the Betrayer and Peter - the Big Fisherman. 
 

Piercing the Darkness,  tells the story of Florida from Ponce De Leon in 1513, to the present day as seen through the 

eyes of three different light-keepers from The Saint Augustine Lighthouse.   
 

In his award-winning The Secret - The Spanish Inquisition In Old St. Augustine. -  his dramatic presentation tells of 

an Investigative Spanish Attorney who crosses the ocean with Menendez, in 1565, and brings with him the unjust, 

merciless,  arrogant  pursuits of The Spanish Inquisition.  The Secret was selected for and presented at The NYC 

International Fringe (drama) Festival in August 2014. 
 

The Box - the  portrayal of  a Viet Nam veteran, plagued by PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) who relates his 

tortured 40 year journey of homelessness. The Box has been made into a movie and is now (Nov.2015) in 

competition at Sundance! It will be entered in three additional 2016 Movie Festivals.  
 

The Witness - The story of Beauregard Lee, a self-confessed former racist who grew up in St. Augustine  tells the 

history of the Civil Rights struggle nationally, with a particular emphasis on St. Augustine. Historians say the events 

in Montgomery Alabama (bus boycott of 1955) sent the Civil Rights legislation to Congress, but the events in St. 

Augustine moved it to LBJ’s desk for signing. The Witness is a love story (fictional) about racism in America (non-

fiction). It is currently (Dec. 2015) in production as a movie and will be entered in several film festivals.  

  



Sunday, February 21, 10:30 a. m. 

“This is Your Brain on Religion” 

Rev. Tom Schmidt 
 

When I first learned about genetics in college I learned that DNA was the “brain” of a cell and determined its 

activity. Because we are each made of many trillions of cells, DNA then ultimately controls each of us. Is this 

model still accurate? Are we bound to the destiny laid out by our DNA? Or is this just a modern form of religious 

predestination that early Unitarians fought against two hundred years ago? 

 

Sunday, February 28, 10:30 a.m. 

" The Sin of Greed: How ‘Profit’ Became a Dirty Word " 

Sheila Harty 
 

Ralph Nader recently commissioned Sheila to do a paper on “A Survey History of 

Religions on Commercialism and Consumerism from the Ancients to Pope Francis.” She 

began and ended the paper with the current Roman Catholic Pontiff Pope Francis, because 

he has had so much to say against capitalism and materialism. But while pursuing the 

research, she found that the Pope has many like-minded theological colleagues. Like the 

current and former Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Rabbi of Britain, and the former 

Pope Leo XIII as well as Martin Luther, Thomas Aquinas, Augustine, Aristotle, and 

Confucius. Titillating quotes abound. Moral theology cites justice and mercy against the 

sins of exploitive trade. Consensus also cites greed in both buyers and sellers for fueling 

the market exchange. Speaking and writing about such today tempts scornful response as 

Pope Francis acknowledges: people view ethics as “irksome.” The Pope thinks we need a 

new commandment. “Thou shalt not…” What word do you think best fits? 
 

Theologian Sheila Harty has a B.A. and M.A. in Theology. Her major was in Catholicism, her minor in Islam, and 

her thesis in scriptural Judaism. However, her definition of God more closely resembles quantum physics and the 

enigma of chaos theory. Her theological mentors are Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Ivan Illich, and Alfred North 

Whitehead.  
 

Harty employed her theology degrees within the political field as “applied ethics.” She worked for 20 years in 

Washington DC as a public interest policy advocate, 10 of those years with Ralph Nader as his personal 

administrator. On sabbatical from Nader, she taught “Business Ethics” at University College Cork, Ireland. She 

also worked for former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark and former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. In 

addition, she worked as an editor with the Congressional Budget Office, the United Nations University, and the 

World Bank. She was a consultant with the Centre for the Study of International Negotiations in Geneva, the 

International Organization of Consumers Unions in The Hague, and the National Education Association in Dublin. 
 

Harty is also a published and award-winning author. Her first book, Hucksters in the Classroom: A Review of 

Industry Propaganda in Schools, won the 1980 George Orwell Award for Honesty & Clarity in Public Language. An 

award won also by Jon Stewart, Seymour Hersh, Noam Chomsky, and Ted Koppel. This book brought her speaking 

engagements around the world and much media coverage, including the BBC, NPR, and The Today Show with Phil 

Donahue.  
 

In 1996, she moved to Florida to care for her aging parents, where she works freelance.  



Downstairs Dialogue 

Sunday, February 14 

9:15-10:15am downstairs 
 

This month, we will continue our “This I Believe” discussions of the personal philosophies of famous people, as 

pioneered by National Public Radio in the 1950’s.  On February 14, we will take turns reading from the 

personal philosophy of Albert Einstein, who needs no introduction.  His statement is entitled “An Ideal of 

Service to Our Fellow Man” (sic).  He wrote it in the 1950’s, so you ladies will please forgive him for the title.  

The discussion will be led by Charlie West. 

 

Come join us for a discussion of the philosophy of one of the world’s great thinkers. 

 


